Wakefield District

Wakefield District - connected and dynamic
A place where things happen.
A place for investment and
delivery.

Ambitious
Creative
Exciting

With world class culture and leisure
assets, Wakefield District is a great
place to visit.
With all of the above, Wakefield District
is a great place to live.
Our vision is to make Wakefield District even
better. We’ve achieved a lot but there is more
to do, and we want like-minded people and
businesses to help achieve this ambition.
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With a train journey of under two hours
from London and good connections to
Leeds and Manchester via the M1 and
M62, Wakefield District is a great place
for jobs, business and investment.
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Business and Investment
We see:
Ongoing investment across the District that
provides highly skilled jobs and strong socially
responsible growth that benefits all, through
targeted sector development and ongoing
private and public sector collaboration.
Connectivity
We see:
The District maximising its prime location at
the intersection of the M62 and M1, which has
helped attract global companies including
Coca Cola and Haribo.
Culture, Leisure and Tourism
We see:
The creation of a vibrant visitor economy
through collaborative programming, smart
investment and working with local businesses.
Education
We see:
Opportunities for all to gain higher level skills
and the continual improvement of links between
industry and education.

Housing
We see:
Delivery of a high quality, diverse housing
offer suitable for current and future Wakefield
residents.
Retail
We see:
Our city and towns becoming home to even
more leading international retail brands.
Thriving retail centres supporting local needs.
Rural and green spaces
We see:
Our vast rural and green spaces being
celebrated and enjoyed by many more people,
while recognising and protecting their natural
beauty and biodiversity.

For the purpose of this document
the District has been divided into
three areas. Each has distinctive
characteristics, successes and
aspirations.
We see:
• Wakefield as a world-leading city for
investment and culture, attracting
international business and tourism which
boosts our thriving economy.
• The Five Towns area as the home of a vibrant
leisure and retail offer which is
complemented by high quality housing
and transport links, and underpinned
by significant investment from the
manufacturing and renewables sectors.
• The South East of the District as an attractive
and appealing place to work and live, with
a combination of highly skilled employment
opportunities, desirable housing and well
connected commuter links.

Five Towns Area - our successes
Our Five Towns of Castleford, Featherstone, Knottingley, Normanton and
Pontefract represent a sizeable proportion of the District’s population, with each
town possessing its own strong sense of identity.

Strategic Investment
• Normanton Industrial Estate’s close
links to the M62 have secured
international investment from brands
including Bosch Rexroth, Really Useful
Products, Poundworld and Yesss
Electrical.
• The £100m Cross 33 development
in Knottingley includes a TK Maxx
distribution centre. The site benefits
from close proximity to the A1 and
M62 - unlocking opportunities across
the whole of the country.
• Haribo’s new £92m factory near
Junction 31 of the M62 has created
300 new jobs.

Connectivity
• Pontefract’s Northern Link Road
has opened up access to the Prince
of Wales development site and
connected Monkhill to the M62.
• Castleford’s £6m award-winning
bus station provides high quality
and accessible facilities, creating
a more appealing environment for
commuters.
• The Five Towns are now connected
to the capital, with the upgraded
Monkhill Station in Pontefract offering
daily train travel to and from London.

Housing Developments
• Featherstone’s Girnhill Estate has
been transformed into a flagship
housing development.
• Navigation Point in Castleford is
developing attractive homes, paving
the way for further development in the
Castleford Growth Corridor.
• Up to 950 homes, and community
and leisure facilities including a new
country park, are being built on the
former Prince of Wales colliery site in
Pontefract.

Leisure and Hospitality
• The multi award-winning, four-star
Wentbridge House is one of the
country’s most celebrated hotels, set
in 20 acres of picturesque grounds
and gardens.
• Farmer Copleys award-winning farm
shop is growing to become one of
the District’s most popular visitor
destinations.
• Pontefract Castle has received
£3.4m Heritage Lottery Funding for
the Key to the North project, which
will improve visitor facilities and
experience of the site and act as a
driver for tourism in the area.

• Castleford’s Xscape complex at
Junction 32 of the M62 is ranked
as one of the top 10 most visited
leisure destinations in the UK, with an
amazing combination of a ski slope,
food, entertainment, cinema and
much more.

Energy
• Multifuel Energy Ltd’s new £300
million plant, known as Ferrybridge
Multifuel 1, in Knottingley will provide
low-carbon electricity for more than
160,000 homes.

Five Towns Area - our future

Retail and Leisure
We see:
• Castleford’s Five Towns Park
development providing a £135m
retail development, a country park
and a new community stadium for
Castleford Tigers, ideally located next
to Junction 32 of the M62.
• Thriving town centres providing a
range of retail opportunities which
attract investment and create jobs.

• Pontefract as the home of boutique
independent shopping. This attractive
historic market town has a number
of independent retailers including an
award-winning indoor market.
• Queens Mill as an arts venue and
visitor attraction in Castleford.

• Pontefract as a vibrant cultural and
tourism destination with assets
such as the castle, museum and
racecourse, along with a calendar of
exciting events.

Connectivity
We see:
• Further improvements to the train
stations at Normanton, Castleford
and Featherstone, bringing our towns
within easier reach.
• A South-East link road improving
connections between Glasshoughton
and Junction 31 of the M62.
• The Castleford Growth Corridor road
improvements, supporting investment
in housing and infrastructure.
• A tram-train scheme which will
provide strategic links to Leeds.

Housing
We see:
• Attractive high quality new housing
across the Five Towns Area.
• Up to 4,500 new homes developed
along the Castleford Growth Corridor.
• Prime housing development in
Featherstone, with attractive family
homes which complement the existing
community and environment.

Investment
We see:
• Establishment of the Knottingley
Energy Hub:
• Knottingley Power, a £750m
investment by ESBI to develop a
gas-fired power station, will provide
50 skilled jobs by 2020.
• Multi-Fuel 2 - the second phase at
Ferrybridge.
• Hosting and harnessing expertise in
the renewables sector.
• Normanton as a strategic
manufacturing and logistics base,
providing high-skilled jobs.

Wakefield City and Rural - our successes
‘Wakefield City’ is the economic and cultural heart of Wakefield District. It has
undergone transformational change delivered by the public and private sector,
and sits in the wider ‘rural’ area which includes attractive villages and the towns
of Horbury and Ossett.

Connectivity
• The city and surrounding areas enjoy
close proximity to the M62 and M1
and have attracted investment from
global companies including New Cold,
a facility for advanced cold logistics.
• Wakefield Westgate station has
undergone an £8.6m redevelopment,
with direct, high speed trains to
Leeds, London and Edinburgh.
• The recent £5.6m refurbishment
of the Grade II Kirkgate Station has
transformed a previously derelict
building into an attractive gateway for
commuters and visitors to the city.

Retail and Civic Quarters
• The £200m Trinity Walk retail
development has created more than
1,500 jobs since opening in 2011,
offering a major boost to Wakefield’s
city centre offer.
• The £130m Merchant Gate
development has revitalised the Civic
Quarter, with new commercial offices,
residential areas, library, museum,
public realm enhancements and a
new multi-storey car park.
• The Ridings Shopping Centre is to
undergo a major revamp as part of
a multi-million pound investment
which will attract more retailers and
businesses into the city centre.

Renewable Energy
• A new £5.3m hydro project has
been installed on the River Calder
at Kirkthorpe, four miles east of
Wakefield. It will generate enough
electricity to power 800 homes.
Housing
• There is an extensive range of
housing on offer, from city centre
apartments to rural countryside
homes.
• Outside the city suburbs, the wellconnected towns of Ossett and
Horbury offer busy high streets and
high quality local amenities.

Creative and Cultural Offer
• The Hepworth Wakefield, which is
located at the waterfront, is one of
the finest contemporary art museums
in Europe, and the largest purposebuilt exhibition space outside of
London. Welcoming more than 		
1.4m visitors in its first five years,
it has generated £20m for the local
economy.
• The Yorkshire Sculpture Park
welcomes over 400,000 visitors
each year to its rolling landscape,
art gallery and innovative exhibition
spaces.

• Unity Works provides conference and
venue facilities as well as managed
work space for 17 businesses in
the magnificent former Co-operative
building. In the 70s and 80s, its
stage was graced by some of the
biggest names in punk, metal and
glam rock. The £4.5m refurbished
venue reopened its doors in 2014 and
continues its strong musical heritage
in the city.
• The Art-House provides time, space
and support for artists to develop their
work and connect with audiences
through residencies and commissions,
mentoring, exhibitions, workshops and
events.

Heritage and Leisure
• The National Coal Mining Museum
for England aims to keep coal mining
alive by collecting and preserving
the industry’s rich heritage, creating
enjoyable and inspiring ways to learn
for people of all ages, backgrounds
and abilities.
• Newmillerdam is a great destination
for nature lovers, walkers, cyclists and
picnickers.
• Pugneys Country Park, which has
transformed a former opencast
mine and sand and gravel quarry,
is overlooked by Sandal Castle - a
medieval motte and bailey castle
where the Duke of York died during
the War of the Roses.

Wakefield City and Rural - future vision

Culture, Leisure and Tourism
We see:
• Wakefield City as a leading cultural
leisure and tourism destination.
• A North of England ‘Creative Hub’ at
Rutland Mills on Wakefield Waterfront,
delivered by a London-based
company specialising in offering
facilities for the music and creative
industries.
• A new cinema and retail complex on
the site of the former Market Hall.
• Extension and improvements at the
Yorkshire Sculpture Park including a
new visitor centre.

• A luxury hotel at grade II listed
Bretton Hall.
• Extension of the Theatre Royal
Wakefield to provide a ‘Centre for
Creativity’ which will focus on new
arts, new artists and new audiences.
Business Investment
We see:
• Ongoing world-leading business
investment in the city and wider
district, creating further
employment opportunities.

Regeneration
We see:
• Enhancement of the vibrant Civic
Quarter by breathing life into
architectural gems including the
former Wood Street Police Station
and former Crown Court building, and
completion of the second stage of the
Merchant Gate development.
• Relocation of the The West Yorkshire
Archive Service in 2017 to a purpose
built venue on Kirkgate, following
£6.4m investment.
• Development potential for the wider
Kirkgate area, creating better links
both to the city and Wakefield
Waterfront.

Education
We see:
• Wakefield College achieving University
status, increasing the skills offer for
students and attracting high quality
employment opportunities to the
District.

Housing
We see:
• Development of City Fields - a
priority regeneration area and urban
extension to the east of Wakefield
which will be built out over 15-20
years, including 2,500 new homes,
school provision, health facilities,
district retail facilities, civic spaces as
well as parkland and other community
needs along a 2km river frontage.

South East Area - our successes
The South East of the District extends across from Ryhill and Havercroft in the
west, with the major settlements of Hemsworth, South Elmsall and South Kirkby.

Housing Developments
• 650 new homes have been kickstarted thanks to £8.1m from
the Regional Growth Fund. Sites
include 159 homes at The Realm in
Fitzwilliam, and Brimstone in South
Elmsall - 190 units on the site of the
former Frickley Colliery.

Business Investment and
Enterprise
• Langthwaite Business Park is a
rapidly expanding economic hub,
hosting 120 businesses and doubling
jobs from 700 to 1,400 in the last five
years. Its diverse range of businesses
include:
• LS-Live - a world-leader in the
design and manufacture of
staging for the live events and
performance sector. Their purposebuilt production rehearsal space is
the largest in Europe and clients
include Jay Z and Lady Gaga.
• The Ice Company - the UK’s largest
ice manufacturer, which has also
developed innovative methods of
energy saving.

• South Elmsall’s Dale Lane Industrial
Estate provides a logistics home
to leading UK and international
businesses including Next, Superdrug
and ASDA.
• Cedars Business Centre in Hemsworth
provides work space for new and upand-coming businesses, as well as
offering guidance and support.
• The new Shanks Waste Management
facility has been built on a site in the
50-acre South Kirkby Business Park.
• Nostell Estate’s former agricultural
buildings provide stylish Grade A
office space for creative businesses.

Retail and Investment
• A Tesco superstore in Hemsworth has
created jobs and boosted the local
economy.
• Hemsworth town centre has enjoyed
major improvements including a
new primary school, bus station and
library.
Connectivity
• The South East’s three railway
stations - Fitzwilliam, Moorthorpe
and South Elmsall - are just a short
journey away from Wakefield city,
Leeds and Doncaster.

• Moorthorpe Train Station has
undergone significant investment,
making public transport more
accessible and attractive.
Leisure and Visitor Economy
• £1.2m capital projects are delivering
various environmental and community
recreation schemes across the South
East area.
• National Trust managed Nostell
Priory is an architectural masterpiece
brimming with extraordinary pieces of
craftsmanship including a world-class
collection of Chippendale furniture.
The 18th century mansion is set in
300 acres of rolling parkland and
gardens, attracting over 230,000
visitors annually.

• Fitzwilliam, Frickley and Upton
Country Parks have transformed
former colliery sites into attractive
green spaces that provide a wealth of
leisure opportunities.
• Anglers Country Park in Wintersett
has attracted nearly 300,000
visitors in the last year, with the
picturesque walking, cycling and
nature destination proving even more
popular thanks to the ‘Room on the
Broom’ trail which celebrates Julia
Donaldson’s award-winning children’s
book.
Training and Skills
• The Backstage Academy is the skills
and education arm of LS-Live. It is a
unique university centre and training
facility created solely for the live
events industry, catering for 300+
students. The Academy also has
a satellite teaching facility at Unity
Works in Wakefield.

South East Area - future vision

Enterprise and Business
Development
We see:
• Growing business investment and
creative entrepreneurship:
• Highly skilled employment
opportunities.
• Business park provision that will
provide progression opportunities
for SMEs.
• Enterprise Zones at South Kirkby
Business Park and the Langthwaite
Business Park extension.
• Expanded training offer at
Backstage Academy.
• A new national retail store in South
Elmsall will boost the local economy
while attracting even more people to
the town’s high street.

Connectivity
We see:
• Better connections for business WYCA funded investment in South
Elmsall and Fitzwilliam Train Stations,
and South Elmsall Bus Station.
• The Ackworth Bypass will improve
connectivity between and around
Featherstone and Hemsworth.

Sustainable Communities
We see:
• Affordable, high quality family
housing, providing eye-catching
relocation opportunities.
• Thriving town centres with attractive
retail offers.
• Flourishing communities enjoying
lower-cost housing, good local
services and job opportunities.
• Better pedestrian and cycle links to
parks and greenspaces.
Leisure
We see:
• Improved leisure opportunities,
including the development of a
£5 million leisure centre on the site
of the former Minsthorpe Swimming
Pool.

